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BOOK REVIEWS* 

La Chine et la Grande Guerre Europeenne. By Dr. Nagao Ariga, with a 
preface by M. Paul Fauchille. Paris: A. Pedone, 1920. pp. 342. 

This small but highly valuable and interesting volume is written for 
a very definite purpose : that of proving to the world at large that China 
stands, once for all, back of accepted principles of international law, in 
the capacity of a world Power which has much of value to offer in the 
matter of interpreting and applying these principles, — this as the result 
of five years' experience of difficulties which had to be met, and had to be 
overcome merely because China is China. Many were the varied and per- 
plexing problems confronting the nation during the war period; and, 
whether judged by the standard of the theorist or by those of the practical 
diplomat, the Chinese officials proved themselves not only students (in the 
highest sense of the term) of the principles of international relationship, 
but teachers and authoritative exponents thereof. In the words of the 
author : " In the future it must no longer be the foreigner who forces her 
to recognize and observe the principles of the law of nations; it must be 
China herself who must be inspired by the desire to govern her conduct 
by these principles. . . . The Republic proved to a demonstration that 
she was both able and willing to abide by the rules of international law." 

The author has enjoyed exceptional opportunities for observing at first 
hand, and hence fully appreciating from every standpoint, the exact situa- 
tion of China during the war, having occupied the position of legal adviser 
to the Republic for the seven and one-half years preceding the publication 
of the work. But aside from the above, he has had access to archives and 
documents which clothe his book with a peculiar authority, many of which 
are presented by him to the public in its pages for the first time. He has 
also drawn on the White Book issued by the Chinese Government in 1919, 
a publication modeled on the British Blue Books. This work contains, he 
tells us, 191 separate episodes set out in chronological order, the most im- 
portant of which he has reproduced, with comments. But over and above 
these sources, thanks to the permission of the Chinese Government, the 
author has been permitted, during the preparation of this book, to exam- 
ine, and use as texts, documents preserved in the Cabinet Files, and in 
the files of the Bureau of Affairs dealing with Neutrality, established by 
that government during those troublous times. 

*The Jourxal assumes no responsibility for the views expressed in signed book 
reviews. — Ed. 
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As to the book itself : it is, one might say, in a sense a diminutive case 
book of international law, limited to the classification and, to a certain 
extent, the analysis of a generous number of episodes involving problems 
which the Chinese Government was called upon to solve, first as a neutral 
Power, next as a nation which has broken off friendly relations with a 
sister nation, and finally in the capacity of a state at war. The situation 
which, in general, confronts any member of the family of nations during 
these changing phases of polity and fact is briefly commented upon by the 
writer, who then follows up his remarks by a careful presentation of what 
we may describe as the local political landscape of China at the time, and 
the methods pursued by her in adapting her own peculiar conditions to 
an observance of the legal principles involved. In so doing the writer 
adopts the method, excellent as it is simple, of presenting the facts attend- 
ant on each case as it came up, in many cases the exchanges of the repre- 
sentatives of the nations interested, and the final action taken. These 
incidents are, naturally, related in condensed form, but not to an extent 
to interfere with the lucidity of presentation which characterizes the entire 
work. It is the ordered and useful product of an ordered and compre- 
hensive mind. 

C. L. Bouve. 



The British Year Book of International Law, 1920-21. London: Oxford 
University Press. 1920, pp. viii, 292. 

This first volume of the British Year Book of International Law ap- 
pears under the auspices of a committee composed of Sir Brie Kichards, 
Professor Higgins, Sir John MacDonnell, Sir Cecil Hurst, and Mr. Whit- 
tuck, with Mr. Picciotto as the editor. This list of distinguished scholars 
is of itself an invitation to serious consideration. The series of essays, 
so appetizingly printed, well justifies the attention which its sponsors 
invite. Their purpose is to provide an annual volume wherein may be 
found "well-informed and careful contributions to the science of inter- 
national law," the fruits of research as applied to the problems of today. 
In this initial work are ten essays as follows: The British Prize Courts 
and the War, by Sir Brie Richards; Sovereignty and the League of Na- 
tions, by Sir Geoffrey Butler ; The Legal Position of Merchantmen in For- 
eign Ports and National Waters, by A. N. Charteris, Esq.; The Legal 
Administration of Palestine under the British Military Occupation, by 
Lt. Col. Norman Bentwich; Submarine Warfare, by Professor Higgins; 
The Peace Treaty in its Effects on Private Property, by E. J. Schuster, 
Esq.; and International Labor Conventions, by Sir John MacDonnell; 
together with three anonymous contributions upon Changes in the Organ- 
ization of the Foreign and Diplomatic Service, the League of Nations and 
the Laws of War, and the Neutrality of Brazil. In addition there are 



